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Archdiocese of Southwark 

 

Our  vision for Catholic education 
 

 
Jesus called the children to him and said, 

óLet the little children come to meô. 

Luke 18:16 

 

 

 

 

We stand on holy ground. 

 

Every child, 

 

every young person, 

 

every adult 

 

is a unique image of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are invited by God to nurture 

 

the life of the Spirit in one another 

 

as children of God, 

 

so that we become ómore like Christô, 

 

fully human and fully alive. 

 

 

 

 

This is the vision which inspires our schools and colleges 

 

in all that they do. 

 



 

Draft for November consultation 30.10.09      2  

 

The Vision in Practice 
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Introduction by Archbishop Kevin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background 

 

In 2006, Archbishop Kevin McDonald invited everyone in the Diocese to reflect on our life as a 

Catholic community in the south-east of England.  The resulting process of consultation, 

discussion and discernment affirmed the range and depth of that life across the diversity of our 

Diocese.  It also led to the recognition of prayer as fundamental to all its activity, inspiring 

friendship and communion, and flowing into outreach and mission. 

 

Our Diocese is structured in deaneries and parishes.  There are also many agencies and groups 

which work across the Diocese to support particular aspects of the Churchôs communion and 

mission.  Our schools and colleges are an integral part of our Diocesan mission to follow Jesus 

Christ in prayer, friendship and outreach, but they hold a different and unique place in the 

Diocese.  They both educate children and young people in the love which is the heart of our faith 

and work as publicly funded institutions which share explicitly in the responsibility of wider 

society for education. 
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Purpose and use of this document 

 

 

× The purpose of this document is to clarify and establish the position of schools and 

colleges within the life of the Diocese. 

 

× It is for headteachers, governors, Deans and parish priests.   

 

× It will  also be of value to parents and to those such as Local Authority colleagues who 

work with our schools and colleges. 

 

 

 

× The three statements on the first page of this document form our vision of Catholic 

education.   

 

× This vision is incarnated in a rich diversity of people, structures and places, where a 

range of different words and concepts may be needed to communicate and explain it. 

 

× Pages 5 ï 20 of this document offer the first steps in this process of communicating the 

vision and exploring how it is made real in the schools and colleges of our Diocese.   

 

× The layout of the document is intended to assist a reflective approach. 

 

 

 

 

× The document may be used as a basis for reflection on, for example: 

 

 an individual schoolôs contribution to making the vision a reality; 

 

 a governing bodyôs relationship with governors of other local Catholic schools; 

 

 a Deanôs overview of the schools and colleges in his area; 

 

 the contribution of a school to evangelisation within a parish; 

 

 strengthening partnerships between schools and parishes. 
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Catholic schools and colleges: an integral part of the mission of the Diocese 

 

You are part of a building that has the apostles and prophets for its foundation 

and Christ Jesus himself for its main cornerstone.  (Ephesians 2:20) 

 

Our schools and colleges do not exist in isolation. 

 

They are part of our local Catholic communities, of our Diocese and of our universal Church.  In 

some cases they also have a tradition of spirituality held by a religious order or congregation.  

All of these give them life. 

 

They will truly fulfil their purpose when we all recognise and celebrate their existence as a vital 

part of a larger whole.  They need the strong support, in different forms, of all layers of our 

Catholic family.  Then they will flourish.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

When schools and colleges are in 

real communion and friendship with 

the wider Catholic community of the 

Diocese, they become a creative and 

fruitful dimension of the Churchôs 

pastoral provision and mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The presence and partnership of our Diocese within the national education system gives 

unparalleled opportunities and poses challenging questions.   

 

 

Our growth as a Catholic community will be strengthened if we judge these 

against the example of true human growth we have been given in the life 

and teachings of Christ. 

 

 

Our schools and colleges will then be able to engage ever more effectively with societyôs hopes 

and concerns and witness to Christôs presence and challenge within them. 

 
Go out to the whole world: proclaim the Good News to all creation.  (Mark 16:15) 
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Catholic schools and colleges: supporting parents in educating in faith 

 
These children of yours have been enlightened by Christ.   

They are to walk always as children of the light.  (Baptismal rite) 

 

 

 
 

 

Catholic schools and colleges exist to support parents as the first educators of their children in 

faith and to play a full part in the mission of the Church to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Our education is based on our understanding that life is Godôs gift 

and that our existence and presence here, with all its potential, joys and sorrows, 

is part of a greater reality which transcends death. 

 

 

Every ability we have been given is to be celebrated and developed,  

so that we may flourish as Jesus Christ has shown us. 

 

 

 

 

Parents who long to help their children on this journey 

will  find support in our Catholic community.   

 

 

Our provision of Catholic schools and colleges offers 

an environment where the good news of Jesus Christ 

can be heard, be connected with everyday life, and 

become the reality which informs all activity. 

 

 

 

It is the responsibility of parents to use Catholic schools and colleges where they are provided, 

and the responsibility of the Diocese to do all it can to ensure these are in the right locations and 

are of the highest quality. 
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Catholic schools and colleges: welcoming communities of faith and prayer, witnesses to the 

teachings of the Gospel 

 

I was a stranger and you made me welcome.  (Matthew 25:35) 

 

Catholic schools and colleges are welcoming communities of faith and prayer. 

As witnesses to the teachings of the gospel, they strive to promote the common good within the 

communities they serve. 

 

The Catholic school and college communities in our Diocese differ in their membership.  All are 

comprehensive, and they embrace families and pupils from a variety of ethnic, social, and 

academic groups.  They reach out to all and recognise the individualôs needs and strengths.   

 

 

In some areas of large Catholic population, there are  

schools where all pupils are baptised Catholics.  In regions 

where the Catholic population is more thinly spread, or 

where there is a particular local need, schools have a 

number of pupils who are of other Christian denominations 

or other faiths, or of no explicit religious commitment.   

 

It is not the proportion of Catholic pupils which makes a 

school or college Catholic; it is the way in which its leaders 

ensure that every aspect of school life gives witness to the 

teachings of the gospel and that all its activity, implicitly or 

explicitly, is inspired by the call of Christ for all to become 

fully human.   

 

 

We are called to create educational communities where justice and love flourish and where the 

Holy Spirit breathes life into all that we do.  In our schools and colleges, the life of the Spirit is 

nurtured first of all by prayer. 
Pray all the time, asking for what you need, praying in the Spirit on 

every possible occasion. (Ephesians 6:18) 

 

Prayer enables us to develop a personal and living relationship 

with Christ.  It creates an environment and a network of 

belonging in which the unique being and gifts of every person are 

valued and encouraged to grow. 

 

Catholic schools and colleges witness to the Gospel by the quality 

of relationships flowing from this respect for one another.   

 

As a result of the Spirit working within them, our schools and 

colleges will have a keen understanding of the common good and 

act on it. 
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Catholic schools and colleges: seeing Christ in the child 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The human person is holy ground; 

every child and young person is made 

in the image and likeness of Christ. 

 

 

 

Catholic education sees Christ in the child  

and shows Christ to the child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no place here for imposing a single model of achievement 

which might diminish a personôs freedom to respond to Godôs creative action. 

 

 
There are a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit.  (1 Corinthians 12:4) 

 

 

When an individualôs gifts are allowed to develop and flourish, the 

whole community is brought to life.   

 

 

 

The presence of Christ in the individual  

inspires the person  

to want to go out to others in love and service. 

 

 

Jesus said, óI am here among you as one who servesô.  (Luke 22:27) 
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Catholic schools and colleges: fostering strong and positive relationships 

 
Be united in your convictions and united in your love, 

with a common purpose and a common mind.  (Philippians 2:2) 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our schools and colleges have many networks of relationship. 

 

 

Governors 

 

 

Within the school community itself, the 

governing body plays an essential part in 

leadership and management.  Governors 

give their time voluntarily, and bring a 

variety of skills and expertise to their 

role, which includes the maintenance of 

the Catholic character of the school and 

the employment of staff.  The majority 

of governors is appointed by the 

Trustees either of the Diocese or of a 

religious congregation, depending on the 

ownership of the school, and will 

normally include members from the 

local parish or Deanery. 

 

 

Parents and carers 

 

Another essential network is formed 

with parents and carers.  They have 

entrusted their childrenôs education to 

the school and will be appropriately and 

effectively informed, involved and, 

where necessary, supported.  Schools 

and colleges have a right to expect 

support from families for their ethos and 

standards of behaviour and work, and 

involvement in activities where possible. 

 

 

 

Parish communities and deaneries 

 

Partnership with parish communities and 

deaneries is vital for the identity and 

óbelongingô of the school or college.  

The school offers expertise in 

communicating the faith to children and 

young people.  Parish priests provide 

sacramental and pastoral ministry to 

schools and colleges and emphasise 

Catholic schools as the first choice for 

parents. 
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The Archbishop 

 

The Archbishop has authority over all 

Catholic schools and colleges in the 

Diocese.  This authority includes:  

 the oversight of the Catholic 

character of schools and colleges and 

of the religious education they 

provide; 

 the right to inspect these schools; 

 the right to define religious practice 

for the purpose of admissions to 

voluntary aided schools and sixth 

form colleges; 

 the appointment of foundation 

governors; 

 the stewardship of buildings for 

schools in Diocesan Trusteeship; 

 the right to be represented at senior 

leadership appointments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Commission for Schools and Colleges 

 

The Archbishop has appointed the Director 

of Education and the other officers at the 

Commission for Schools and Colleges to act 

for him in relation to these rights.   

 

 

 

The link headteachers 

 

The Commission has, with the Archbishopôs 

support, established a network of 

headteachers from each Local Authority in 

the Diocese to ensure that there are effective 

channels of communication and support for 

Catholic schools and colleges.  The link 

headteachers meet with Commission staff on 

a termly basis and are in additional contact 

as needs arise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic schools and colleges 

 

Partnerships among Catholic schools and colleges in the local area provide a real source of 

support.  They are particularly important when a school has a new headteacher, for example, or 

when it finds itself in difficulties, but also offer a means of strengthening the local Catholic 

community and developing the Catholic identity of the school itself.   
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Other schools and colleges 

 

 

 

Relationships with schools and 

colleges of other Christian 

denominations can be fruitful for 

joint Christian witness.   

 

Partnerships with other schools and 

colleges are increasingly important 

for curriculum provision and for 

widening the experience of pupils 

and staff.  They offer the opportunity 

to witness to our beliefs and values. 

 

 

 

 

Local Authorities 

 

Catholic schools and colleges are maintained 

by Local Authorities, from which they 

receive all funding for their running costs.  

Local Authority Childrenôs Services have 

extensive responsibilities and powers 

relating to standards in schools.  Their 

advice and, sometimes, intervention is 

important in maintaining the high quality of 

education in our schools.  Most of the 

funding for school buildings is also received 

through the Local Authority. 

 

 

 

Local Councillors and MPs 

 

Local Councillors and Members of 

Parliament will often be very helpful in 

giving general or particular support to our 

schools and colleges and are another group 

with which strong positive relationships are 

of great benefit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


