Archdiocese of Southwark

Our vision for Catholic education

Jesuscalled the children to him and said,
6Let the little children come to me
Luke 18:16

We stand on holy ground.
Every child,
every young person
every adult

IS a unique image of God.

We areinvited by God to nurture
the life of the Spirit in one another
as children of God,
so that we become O6mor e

fully human and fully alive.

This is the vision which inspires our schools and colleges

in all that they do.

Draft for Novemberconsultation 30.10.09 1



The Vision in Practice
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Introduction by Archbishop Kevin

Background

In 2006 Archbishop Kevin McDonald invitedveryonen the Diocese to reflect on our life as a
Catholic community in the soutmast of England. The resulting process of consultation,
discussion and discernmeadfirmed the range and depth dfat life across the diversity afur
Diocese. ltalsoled to therecognition ofprayer asfundamental to all its activityinspiring
friendshipandconmunion, andlowing into outreachandmission.

Our Dioceseis structured irdeaneries and parisheJhere arealsomanyagenciesand groups

whi ch work across the Diocese to support part
mission. Our schools and collegese an integral part of our Diocesan mission to follow Jesus

Christ in prayer, friendshi and outreach, but thdyld a different and unique place in the
Diocese Theybotheducate children and young peoplehalove which is the heart of our faith

andwork as publicly funded institutions which shaggplicitly in the responsibilityof wider

societyfor education.
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Purpose and use of this document

x  The purpose ofis document iso clarify and establish the position of schools and
colleges within the life of the Diocese.

x It is for headteachergjovernorsDeans and parish priests.

x It will also be of value to parents and to those such as Local Authoritgguodie who
work with our schools and colleges.

x The three statements on the first page of this document form our vision of Catholic
education.

x  This vision is incarnated inrich diversity of people, structures and places, where a
range of different words and concepts may be needed to communicate and explain it.

x Pages 5 20 of this document offer the first stepshistprocess oEommunicating the
vision andexploring howit is made real in the schools and colleges of our Diocese.

x  The layout of the document is intended to assist a reflective approach.

x  The documentnay be used as a basis for reflection on, for example:
eanindividuals c hool 6s contribution to making th
ea governing bodyds relationship with go
ea Deandés overview of the schools and co
¢ the contribution of a school ®vangelisation within a pah;

e strengthening partnerships between schools and parishes.
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Catholic schools and colleges: an integral part of the mission of the Diocese

You are part of a building that has the apostles and prophets for its foundation
and Christ Jesus himself fis main cornerstone. (Ephesians 2:20)

Our schools and collegé® not exist in isolation

They are part obur local Catholic communities, of our Diocese and of our universal Church. In
some casethey also hava tradition of spirituality held by a religious order or congregation.
All of these give them life.

They will truly fulfil their purposewhenwe allrecognise and celebrate thekistenceasa vital
part of a larger whole. They neéue strong supportin different forms,of all layers of our
Catholic family. Then they willlourish.

N

When schools and colleges are in

real communion and friendship with

the wider Catholic community of the

Diocese, they become a creative and

fruitful dimension oft he Chur ch o
pastoral provision and mission.

The presenceand partnership of our Diocese withthe national education systegives
unparalleledbpportwnities andposeschallengingquestions

Our growth as a Catholic community will Bengthened if wpidge these
against the example of true human growth we have been given in the life
andteachings of Christ.

Our schools and collegesill then be abledo engagesver more effectivelywi t h s bopaset y 6
and concernand witness to Ghi pres@rscendchallenge within the.

Go out to the whole world: proclaim the Good News to all creation. (Mark 16:15)
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Catholic schools and collegesupporting parents in educating in faith

These children of yours have been enlightened by Christ.
They are to walk always as children of the light. (Baptismal rite)

Catholicschools and colleges exist to support parents as the first educators of their children in
faith and to plawfull partin the mission of the Church to spread the good news of Jesus Christ.

Our education is based on our understan
and that ouexistence and presenkere, with all its potential, joys and sorrows,
is part of a greaterality which transcends death.

Every ability we havdeen giva is to be celebrated and developed,
so that we may flourishs Jesus Christ has shown us.

Parents who long to help their thien on this journey
will find support inour Catholic commanity.

N [
{ al §
' . Our provision of Catholic schools and collegdters
' s Al an environment where the goodwseof Jesus Christ
can be heardbe connected with everyday life, and
become the reality which informs all activity.

It is theresponsibilityof parents to us€atholicschools and a@leges where they are provided,
and the responsibility of the Diocese to do all it can to ensure éinesethe rightlocations and

are ofthe highest quality
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Catholic schools and collegesvelcomingcommunities of faith and prayer, witnesses to the
teachings of the Gospel

| was a stranger and you made me welcome. (Matthew 25:35)

Catholic schools and collegasewelcomingcommunities of faith and prayer
As witnesses to the teachings of the gogpelystrive to promote the common good within the
communities they serve.

The Catholic school and college communities in our Diocese differ in their membefdh@ve
comprehensive, and they embrace families and pupils from a variety of ethnic, social, and
academic groupsThey reaclout to all and recognigbei n d i v hesgds and étrengths.

In some areas of large Catholic population, there are
schools where all pupils are baptisedtl@lics. h regions
where the Catholic populath is more thity spread,or
where there is a particular local neesthools havea
numberof pupils who are of other Christian denominations
or otherfaiths, orof no explicit religious commitment.

It is not theproportion of Catholic pupils which makes a
schoolor collegeCatholic; it is the way in which its leaders
ensure that every aspect of school life gives witheghe
teachings of the gospel attehtall its activity, implicitly or
explicitly, is inspired by the call of Christ for all to become
fully humean.

We are called to create educational communities where justice and love flourish and where the
Holy Spirit breathes life into all that we do. In our schools and colleges, the life of the Spirit is
nurtured first of all by prayer.
Pray all the timeasking for what you need, praying in the Spirit on

every possible occasion. (Ephesians 6:18)

Prayerenables us to develop @ersonal andiving relationship
with Christ. It creates a environment and aetwork of
belongingin which the unique being argifts of every person are
valued and encouraged to grow.

Catholic schools and colleges witness to the Gospel byuhlgy
of relationshipglowing from thisrespect for one another.

As a result of the Spirit working within them, our schools and
collegeswill have a keen understanding of the common good and
acton it
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Catholic schools and colleges: seeing Christ in the child

The human person is holy ground;
everychild and young person is made
in the image and likeness of Christ.

Catholic education sees Christ in the child
and shows Christ to the child.

There is no place hefer imposing a single modeff achievement
whichmightd i mi ni sh a personés freedom to respo

There are a variety of giftsut always the same Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:4)

Whenani ndi vi dual 6s gi fts are all owed to de
whole community is brought to life.

Thepresence of Chrish the individual
inspires the erson
to want to go out to others iave and service.

Jesus said, 6l am here among you as one wt
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Catholic schools and collegedostering strong and positive relationships

Be united in your convictions and united in your love,
with a common purpose and a comnmaind. (Philippians 2:2)

Our schools and colleges have many networks of relationship.

Governors

Within the school community itself, the
governing body plays an essential part in
leadership and managemerovernors
give their time voluntarily, and bring
variety of skills and expertise to their
role, which includes the maintenance of
the Catholic baracter of the school and
the employment of staff. The majority
of governors is appointed by the
Trustees either of the Diocese or of a
religious congregation, depding orthe
ownership of the school, and will
normally include members from the
local parsh or Deanery.

Parents and carers

Another essential network is formed
with parents and carers They have

Draft for Novemberconsultation 30.10.09

entrusted their
the school anavill be appropriately and
effectively informed, involved and,
where necessary, supportedSchools
and colleges have a right to expect
support from families for their ethos and
standards of behavio and work, and
involvement in activities where possible.

Parish communities and deaneries

Partnership with parish communities and
deaneries is ital for the identity and
Obel ongingd of t he
The school offes expertise in
communicating the faith to children and
young people. Parish priests provide
sacramental and pastoral ministry to
schools and colleges andmphasise
Catholic schoolsas the first choice for
parents.
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The Archbishop The Commission for Schools and Colleges

The Archbishop hasauthority over all The Archbishop has appointed the Director
Catholic schools and colleges in the of Education and the otheofficers at the
Diocese. This authorityincludes: Commission for Schools and Collegesact

e the oversight of the Catholic  for him in relation to these rights.
character of schosland colleges and
of the rdigious education they

provide;
e theright to inspect these schools; The link headteachers
the right to define religious practice
for the purpose of admission® The Commissiomas, with the Arc
voluntary aided schools and sixth  support, established a network of
form colleges headteachers from each Local Authority in
e the appointment of foundation the Diocesdao ensure that there are effective
governors; channels of communication and support for
o the stewardship of buildings for Catholic schools and colleges. The link
schods in Diocesan Trusteeship; headteachers meet with Commission staff on

a termly basis and are in additional contact
as needs arise.

e the right to be represented at senior
leadership appointments.

Catholic schools and colleges

Partnerships among Catholic schools and colleges in the local area provide a real source of
support. They are particularly important when a school has a new headteacher, for example, or
when it finds itself in difficultiesbut also offer a means of strengthening the local Catholic
community and developing the Catholic identity of the school itself.
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Other schools and colleges

Relationships with schools and
colleges of other  Christian
denominations can be fruitful for
joint Christian witness.

Partnerships with other schools and
colleges are increasingly important
for curriculum provision and for
widening the experience of pupils
and staff. They offer thepportunity
to witness to our beliefs and values

Local Authorities

Catholic schools and colleges are maintained
by Local Authorities, from which they Local Councillors and MPs
receive all funding for their running costs.

Local Authority Chi | dr e n 6lkave S e rLocal c €Eaincillors and Members of
extensive responsibilities and powers Parliamentwill often be very helpful in
relating b dandards in schools. heir giving general or particular support to our

advice and, sometimes, intervention is schools and colleges amde another group
importantin maintaining the high quality of with which strong positive relationships are
education in our schools. Most of the of great benefit.

funding for school buildings is also received

through the Local Authority.
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